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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The False Pass Airport Master Plan (AMP) is currently being prepared by the State of Alaska
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) in cooperation with the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). The purpose of the AMP is to address the long-
term aviation needs of the community of False Pass, Alaska, 54°51° north latitude,
163°51" west longitude, Section 28, Township 61 South, Range 94 West, Seward Meridian
(Figure 1). Alternatives discussed in the AMP include major runway realignments or
extensions into Isanotski Straight. Interagency consultation under Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act is required because Isanotski Straight provides habitat for the

threatened species, Steller’s Eider (Polysticta stelleri).

The Steller’s Eider is an Asiatic-nesting sea duck listed under the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) as threatened, which includes any species likely to become endangered
within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its range. The listed
population of Steller’s Eider constitutes approximately five percent of the world-nesting

population in Alaska. The project area lies within its winter range.

During informal consultation, the USFWS recommended a survey of Steller’s Eiders in the
project area using protocol from a survey conducted in 2000 (Personal Communication
2005). This study had been conducted in support of a proposed new harbor north of town.
According to the 2000 study, the number of Steller’s Eiders peaked in January with a high of
73 total birds documented during a three-day survey. Only seven eiders were recorded
during the three-day survey in March (LGL, 2000).

It has been suggested that small numbers of Steller’s Eiders may use False Pass when more
favorable sites are unavailable, such as when other bays and harbors are frozen over

preventing access to eelgrass beds (LGL, 2000).
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Figure 1: Vicinity Map
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2.0 METHODS

At the request of USFWS, and with permission from LGL Alaska Research Associates, Inc.
(LGL), DOWL Engineers (DOWL) employed the same parameters that were used during the
2000 study to conduct a study of Steller’s Eiders in False Pass. Using consistent methods
helps the USFWS compare data between studies. Observational surveys by DOWL
personnel included three shore-based, point-count surveys conducted at False Pass. Each
survey consisted of three observation days. Observation days consisted of one observation at
each point per day and each observation lasted five minutes. The first survey was conducted
during January, the second in early March, and the third in late March of 2005. The general

protocol followed during these surveys is described in Appendix A.

Two observers surveyed marine birds and mammals. Surveys extended approximately
0.5 kilometers to the south of the southern end of the existing runway and up to a mile and a
half north of the runway. The first consisted of 10 survey points, while the second and third
surveys consisted of 11 points (see Discussion). Points established in the 2000 study were
located by navigation with a Garmin GPS 12. Observation points were labeled by their
occurrence in each survey, followed by the point number. For instance, on the first day of a
given survey, point number ‘1’ was labeled ‘1.1,” the same point was labeled ‘2.1’ on the
second day and “3.1’ on the third day of the survey. This was to clarify references to which

came first, second and last in a given survey.

For a five-minute period, animals within 200 meters of each survey point were recorded and
as weather, sea conditions, and visibility allowed, observers also recorded animals up to one

kilometer away from the survey location.

Emphasis was placed on recording Steller’s Eiders and other sea ducks including behavior

and grouping characteristics.
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APPENDIX A
PARAMETERS AND PROTOCOLS

Appendix Al...ccooioiiiiiiinne U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Survey Protocols for False Pass Alaska 2002

Appendix A.2.....Stellers Eider Point-Count Survey Protocols
APPENTIX A3 Parameters
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